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By LeiLani Dowell, NYC FIST 


What are some reactions of youth to 
the global economic crisis? 


Michael Steinman, a teacher at Village Academy 
High School in Pomona, Calif., recently asked his 
students how they were being affected by the eco- 
nomic crisis. Their responses—filled with grief and 
worry—led to the creation of a video interview, 
produced by Steinman and the students and fea- 
tured at youtube.com. 

Student Yvonne Bojorquez said:"“We've all been 
affected by this economic crisis. | mean, we're all 
college-bound students, right? But the way things 
are going, we're not gonna be able to make it.” 

Evelyn Aguilar described her situation:“We lived 
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We Deserve a Better System! 


most a year ago. It was the first | 
my parents could have accom- 
plished, but they did not know 
interest would rise. ...So we 
moved with our aunt. There 
are currently |2 of us in a one- 
room house.” 

In tears, Jennifer said: “It 
makes me really mad because 
the people we trusted the 
most with all our money and 
with everything ended up mak- 
ing things worse for us. So | 
can’t imagine what's gonna happen for our genera- 
tion.” 

BBC News received similar responses of despair 
when it interviewed students from three different 
countries on the eve of the London summit of the 
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Young workers and unemployed youth meet to form a new chapter of FIST 
in Detroit to address their needs - end to police brutality, jobs, education, 
__ public transportation - during People’s Summit held in June. FIST Photo 





are inherent to the system we we all live under. 


Capitalism = exploitation 


in a home for three years, and we lost it about, al- 


Editorial: 
F.I.S.T. throws a Left Hook 


Fight Imperialism Stand Together (FIST) has launched Left 
Hook as its new quarterly publication. Each edition of Left Hook 
will provide analyses of political events, social movements and 
revolutionary struggles that impact our world. Commentary, 
theory, culture,and news reporting intersect in the pages of Left 
Hook to provide readers with radical analysis from a Marxist 
perspective. 


Left Hook encourages young workers and students to 
read and educate themselves about the nature of imperialism 
and the capitalist system so that it can ultimately be disrupted, 
smashed and replaced with a better system. That better system 
is socialism. 

FIST is an autonomous youth and student organization 
affiliated with Workers World Party on the basis of solidarity and 
a shared revolutionary socialist perspective. FIST is a national 
group of young organizers committed to fighting 
(continued on page 4) 
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F.I.S.T 55 W. 17th St., 5th Fl, NY, NY 10011 212-633-6646 


ECONOMIC CRISIS Education Destroyed 








Capitalism cannot exist without exploiting 
working people. In order to gain the most profit, 
capitalist corporations and businesses must pay 
workers the least amount possible. Capitalist 
governments, which have as their first priority 
the preservation of the capitalist system, only 
provide services to workers in response to the 
workers’ fight for their rights—and in fear that 
the workers will decide to get rid of capitalism it- 
self. They promote racism, sexism and homopho- 
bia to try to get us to fight amongst ourselves 
instead of fighting them. 

When the going gets tough, as in current times, 
the government seeks to bail out the capitalists— 


G20—The Group of Twenty finance 
ministers and central bank gover- 
nors. 

In Mbabane, Swaziland, students said: 
“Maybe we will have to tone down 
our dreams.A lot of people are losing 
their jobs.’ Others in Glasgow, Scot- 
land, said:"“We have seen our parents 
struggle to keep up with their house- 
hold bills and pay for fuel. Those of 
us whose families are among the two 
million unemployed are finding it es- 
pecially difficult to cope.” 

In Islamabad, Pakistan, students 
told the BBC: “Since the financial 
crisis plagued the world, prices shot 
up suddenly and now 
even fulfilling the daily 
necessities is difficult. 
...A period of high un- 
employment may see aly 
waste of the brilliant ry 
potential of our youth." oe 
(March 28) \ 

As the economich 
‘and financial crisis cir- , 
cles the globe, youth ‘ 
and students are in-Zg@i 
‘creasingly caught in its 
inet.What is outrageous 
‘is that these terrible) 
hardships and the bleak, 
‘outlook that youth face 


not you and me, who are suffering the most. 


(continued on page 7) 
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Fightback strategy needed as 
Economic Crisis Devastates Students 


By Julie Fry, NYC FIST 


Students returning to school this fall face 
a devastating new reality. Along with the usual 
back-to-school jitters, students must cope with 
the massive budget cuts, higher tuition rates, and 
decreased financial aid affecting campuses across 
the country. On top of all of this, those students 
who manage to scrape together the extra funds 
necessary to graduate face a terribly bleak job 
market when they leave their campuses. 

Faced with tens of billions of dollars in bud- 
get deficits for this fiscal year, most states have 
cut deep into their education spending to cover 
their costs. Thirty-five states have already cut 
higher education spending and/or increased tu- 
ition. The cuts have been particularly hard on 
students of color, who disproportionately rely 
on state universities and community colleges for 
access to higher education. 

The effects of these cuts are startling. For 
example, in California, a state that almost went 
bankrupt this year from its huge budget deficits, 
state funding to all levels of education has been 
cut by billions of dollars. The cuts mean fewer 
teachers, bigger classrooms and school closings 
all over the state. For many college students, 
the cuts put higher education practically out of 
reach. 

Once considered a national model for pub- 
licly funded higher education, the University of 
California and California State University sys- 
tems are raising tuition and student fees, cut- 
ting classes, furloughing professors and enrolling 
thousands fewer students to compensate 








for the state-imposed cuts. 

The California State University 
system—the largest four-year uni- 
versity system in the country— 
plans to cut enrollment by 40,000 
students over the next two years 
and raise student fees by 32%. The 
California Community college sys- 
tem is raising fees by 30 percent 
and slashing course offerings. The 
Los Angeles County Community 
College District canceled its entire 
summer session this year and other 
colleges are cutting hundreds of 
courses. 

As Chris Morales, a Cal State University stu- 
dent who is the first in his family to go to col- 
lege, told the Associated Press, “The fee increase 
is going to be tough for me and other students 
because it’s hard for students to get jobs. ... My 
mother doesn’t make enough money to pay for 
my college education. She has three other chil- 
dren.” (Aug. 5) 

Morales faces the same reality as millions of 
others starting this school year with an increas- 
ingly unaffordable and inaccessible system of 
higher education, and little hope of finding a job 
to make up the difference in an economy where 
the official unemployment rate is in double dig- 
its in many areas, including California. For youth 
aged 16-19 years old who are seeking work, the 
official unemployment rate is more than 20 per- 
cent. 

Even financial aid and student loans, often re- 
lied on by students to overcome the astronomi- 
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cal cost of a college education in 
! I: = the U.S., are becoming scarce. Since 
gt March of 2008, more than 100 lend- 
Taie-eag ers have suspended their participa- 
tion in federally backed fixed-rate 
student loan programs—programs 
that typically provide low-interest 
loans to students. Many states have 
drastically cut or completely shut 
down their student loan and grant 
programs, taking away billions of 
dollars in aid for higher education. 
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What can students do? 

Many students are wondering 
whether these drastic cuts in pub- 
lic education funding are really as 
necessary and inevitable as many 
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Protest organized by FIST against budget 
cuts and tuition increases at Bank of 
America in Raleigh, NC. FIST photo 


politicians claim. How is it, for example, that the 
federal government was able to come up with 
trillions of dollars to bail out failed banks, while 
at the same time refusing to offer just the few 
billion dollars it would take to shore up the 
country’s needy higher education institutions? 

As students return to their more expensive, 
less functional campuses, they are wondering 
why they are being forced to pay the price for 
the economic crisis caused by the world’s larg- 
est banks. 

Students at some campuses have already 
begun to create fight-back strategies.At the City 
University of New York—a school that endured 
millions of dollars in cuts in this year’s state bud- 
get—-students joined with professors to protest 
the attacks against their school last 
spring. Hundreds of CUNY students partici- 
pated in demonstrations and walk-outs against 
the proposed state budget, and more actions are 
planned for this school year. Fight Imperialism- 
Stand Together (FIST) is an active participant in 
the CUNY Campaign to Defend Education, a 
coalition that fights for an immediate rollback of 
all tuition hikes and for open admission and free 
tuition at all CUNY campuses. 

All over the country, students are beginning 
to come together and strategize about how to 
push back against these cuts and win the right to 
a free education instead. Students will be joining 
with workers in Pittsburgh during the week of 
Sept. 20 to protest the G-20 summit—a gather- 
ing of the leaders of the world’s wealthiest na- 
tions who are meeting to decide how to fur- 
ther protect banks and corporations during the 
economic crisis, with no discussion of how to 
protects students or workers. 

Organizers of the protest against the G-20 
are planning a March for Jobs on Sunday, Sept. 
20 to demand a jobs program at a living wage. 
This is a critical demand for students who more 
and more face increased debt and diminished 
job prospects upon graduation. The Bail Out the 
People Movement (of which FIST is a member) 
is planning an entire week of activities during the 
G-20, all in support of a people’s agenda that 
would prioritize demands such as cancelling 
student debt, rolling back tuition hikes and cut- 
backs, a national jobs program, and other impor- 
tant needs. 

Organizers of the demonstrations see the 
G-20 protests as the start of a national struggle 
to unite workers and students and demand that 
the bailout money for the banks be used for a 
people’s agenda that will make jobs and educa- 
tion a priority. O 





By Jaimeson Champion, NYC FIST 


Editors Note — This article was first published in 
Workers World newspaper on July | 7, 2008 be- 
fore the current economic crisis hit full swing. The 
article is being reprinted here more than a year 
later because its explanation of the root of the 
current economic crisis is still relevant. 


Desperate times call for desperate mea- 
sures. [he capitalist class and its state are get- 
ting increasingly desperate as they attempt 
to stave off a global collapse of the financial 
system. 

On July I3 the U.S. Treasury Department 
and the U.S. Federal Reserve unveiled a hast- 
ily devised plan aimed at rescuing Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac, the mortgage lending behe- 
moths, from the brink of bankruptcy. 
Combined, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac own 
or insure half of the more than $12 trillion 
mortgage debt in the U.S. Bonds issued by 
Fannie and Freddie are held in massive quan- 
tities by governments and institutional inves- 
tors around the globe. 

The bailout plan is essentially a promise by 
the capitalist state to help finance Fannie and 
Freddie for the foreseeable future. 

Officials from the Treasury and the Fed 
have been in constant contact with Wall 
Street in recent days in panicked attempts to 
persuade investors to stop dumping Fannie 
and Freddie stock and to continue purchasing 
bonds issued by the once-hallowed financial 
institutions. 

The story of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
begins back in the Great Depression. In 1938 
President Franklin Roosevelt initiated the 
creation of Fannie Mae as a public financial 
institution. Roosevelt’s aim was to resuscitate 
the ailing Depression-era housing market by 
having the government back low-cost, fixed- 
rate mortgage loans. Fannie operated in this 
form until 1968. 

That year, President Lyndon Johnson, who 
was growing increasingly worried about the 
escalating costs of the Vietnam War, pushed 
to have Fannie taken off the federal books. 
Johnson didn’t like having to devote part of 
the budget to mortgages for working families; 
instead he preferred to spend it on imperi- 
alist war in Southeast Asia. From that point 
forward, Fannie became a quasi-private insti- 
tution known as a Government Sponsored 
Entity. 

GSEs are shareholder-owned companies, 
but they have the expressed backing of the 
capitalist government. GSEs are owned and 
operated like private companies but are 
promised public funds if they should ever get 
into financial trouble. Freddie Mac was estab- 
lished in 1970 to operate as a sibling com- 
pany to Fannie Mae. 

Since decoupling from the federal books 
in 1968, Fannie and Freddie have taken on 
an ever-increasing role in the U.S. housing 
market. The two companies have moved 
steadily away from Fannie’s once chartered 
role of providing low-cost, fixed-rate mort- 
gages. They have increasingly assumed the 
role of massive banks for the vast network 
of financial institutions involved in the U.S. 
housing market. 

Fannie and Freddie facilitate lending in the 
U.S. housing market by issuing bonds to inves- 


tors and then using the money from the bond 
sales to buy blocs of mortgages from banks. In 
this way, they grease the wheels of lending in 
the United States by taking illiquid assets off the 
banks’ hands and pumping money capital into 
the system. 

During the housing bubble of 2002-2006 
Fannie and Freddie 
grew astronomically 
as they became the 
two largest players 
in the unprecedent- 
ed housing market 
boom. The ability of 
Fannie and Freddie 
to purchase massive 
blocs of mortgage 
loans from the banks 
helped set the stage 
for the proliferation 
of a host of dubious 
mortgages with untenable rates. The ability of 
mortgage holders to pay their mortgages was 
no longer important to many lenders, as they 
knew they could easily, and quickly, sell the loan 
to a larger institution. 

Fannie and Freddie raked in massive profits 
for their shareholders during the bubble years, 
but, like seemingly every other financial institu- 
tion, insatiable greed led them to become in- 
creasingly leveraged and loaded down with ficti- 
tious capital. 

Around the globe, banks—the heartbeat and 
lifeblood of modern monopoly capitalism—are 
steadily becoming insolvent. Banks of all shapes 
and sizes are going belly up. 

From investment banks like Bear Stearns, 
to commercial lenders like IndyMac and North- 
ern Rock, and now to the GSEs like Fannie and 
Freddie, it has been one bank-run after another. 
There is no end in sight as the largest hous- 
ing market collapse since the Great Depression 
continues to drag a multitude of large financial 
institutions to the brink. 


Capitalism: exploitative, crisis-prone 
and not worth saving 


As with the Bear Stearns collapse in March, 
the capitalist-controlled media have been pump- 
ing out the message that the bailout of Fannie 
and Freddie is necessary because the institu- 
tions are “too big to fail’’ The refrain goes that if 
Fannie and Freddie go down, the systemic dam- 
age their collapse would unleash would cause 
even greater economic suffering. 

How many companies need to be bailed out 
with public money before it becomes clear that 
this rotten, exploitative and crisis-prone eco- 
nomic system is not worth saving? The capitalist 
bankers and bosses have run their ships into the 
ground. Why should the workers, whom they 
daily oppress, be forced to provide them with 
lifeboats? 

In any bailout of Fannie and Freddie, the 
money should go directly to workers who have 
faced or are facing foreclosure, or the workers 
who have suffered when their pensions and re- 
tirement savings were invested in these compa- 
nies. But the capitalist state would never truly 
get behind that kind of a rescue plan. The state’s 
only loyalty is to the capitalist class. 

It is painfully clear that the growth and ex- 
pansion of free markets, which took place in 
the wake of the dissolution of the Soviet Union, 


**...the bailout money should go 
directly to workers who have 
faced or are facing foreclosure, 
or the workers who have suf- 
fered when their pensions and 
retirement savings were invested 
in these companies.” 
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Workers need a bailout plan 


have been an unmitigated disaster for workers 
and oppressed around the globe. 

In the past two decades, proponents of free- 
market economics have denounced socialism 
as inefficient and utopian. They claimed that the 
growth of “democracy and free markets” would 
bring about a post-Cold-War era of global pros- 
perity. 

Yet with the global 
financial system on the 
precipice of collapse, 
millions of workers 
forced from their homes 
by foreclosure, skyrock- 
eting energy prices and 
nearly | billion people 
going hungry every year, 
the idea that “democ- 
racy and free markets’ 
will bring about an era of 
global prosperity seems 
ridiculously utopian. 

Capitalism is clearly failing, but what is the 
alternative? The answer lies in the development 
of working class consciousness and the renewed 
struggle for socialism. 

Karl Marx wrote that the capitalist state 
is set up to manage the common affairs of the 
capitalist class. This fact is evident today as Re- 
publicans and Democrats hastily put aside their 
manufactured election year differences in order 
to legislate the bailout plans being concocted by 
the Treasury and the Fed. 

The working class, long subject to the divi- 
sive prejudices deliberately sown among us by 
the ruling class, must unite in our own common 
class interest and take the offensive against the 
capitalist class. 

Private ownership of the means of produc- 
tion is at the root of this deepening economic 
crisis. The abolition of private property and the 
development of socialism can provide the way 
out of this crisis, and ensure that the kind of 
economic suffering this crisis has wrought never 
occurs again. 

While the abolition of private property 
sounds like a daunting task, the reality is that 
the ruling class has already laid the foundations 
for its own demise. 

By organizing billions of workers into a vast 
productive network, where everything from the 
extraction of raw materials to the sale of the 
final commodity is linked, the ruling class has 
already socialized the productive capacity of so- 
ciety.An organized army of workers already has 
the reins to the productive apparatus. 

In this period of extreme economic crisis, 
the capitalist class would find itself in even big- 
ger trouble in the face of concerted and well- 
organized strikes, walkouts, plant takeovers and 
militant resistance to the banks that are seizing 
our homes.A united working class could quickly 
bring the vast machinations of global capitalism 
to a screeching halt. 

In the coming period, which will be marked 
by ever-increasing economic instability, it is in- 
cumbent upon the entire revolutionary left to 
do everything possible to help foster militant 
working-class solidarity and to renew and reen- 
ergize the global class struggle. There is a world 
to win. O 
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Class War 





Original Poem by Mike Martinez, Miami FIST 


Il take a shower under a hail of bullets for the 
people! 

Wage a class war cuz we got to get equal, 
smash white Supremacy and win independence 
for Puerto Rico! 


So get ready cuz I’m coming strapped, 
with those who are conscious and those who 
fight back! 


The capitalists? 

Bankers, landlords and bosses...Let’s kick their 
asses to make society classless 

and bring the power back to the masses! 


| was born to die for the ca$hless 
and resurrect the movement for socialism out 
of its ashes! 

Don’t forget, | got my scope on you 
fascists. 

I’m reading Lenin, training and target 
practice so let’s see who's the fastest! 


You killed the red man, stole the Earth 
then you sold her! 

But we're gonna burn all your deeds and 
titles, cuz this land has no owner! 

The time for capitalism, slavery and 
exploitation is over! 


Because your crimes against humanity 
are unforgivable. 

World peace and social justice under 
capitalism? It’s unattainable! 

But with all your hate and racism, you've created 
a force that’s unstoppable. 

After genocide, slavery, AlDs and global 
warming- this beef is unsquashable 

because the class contradictions have become 
permanently irreconcilable! 


Remember New Orleans? 

You let those levees break, so we'll break our 
chains, unite and change the relationships of 
force! 

You won't be able to dam the flood of the 
rushing tides of PEOPLE’S WAR, 
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because Bush used Katrina to Jack the 9th Ward 
So I’m a raise my fist, stand up and fight back 
with those who won't take it any more! 


I’m telling every man, woman and child to join 
the Workers World Party... It’s the rich against 
the poor! 

That's right boss man; them bells are tollin’... 

time to settle the score! 


The AK’s are stocked, cocked, and locked in the 
Dakotas, because the North and South belong 
to Lakota! 


and this is just a first taste of what’s to come 
WHEN ALL DUCKS WILL BE IN ROW! 

Wait till you see my Panther Comrades lead an 
uprising in every single last ghetto! 





And don’t be astounded to find out that the 
Brown will put it down for the Barrios! 


The Pentagon is lucky all these people are 
sleeping! Because with all their troops in Iraq we 
could easily catch ‘em slippin’. 

And it’s the last time they'll get caught trippin’! 


Because food, housing, healthcare much less 
happiness are unavailable! 

You wanna know why we bare arms, well... 
that’s easily explainable! 

What can you tell me about Amadou Diallo and 
Sean Bell! 


And that trigger happy cop who shot B.G. after 
he fell! 

Officer Chrsitopher Villano... Villano! In Spanish 
that means villain. 

Don't tell me you don’t see the clues that the 
Matrix keeps revealin’. 


And what about those pictures that for nearly 
30 years they kept hidden, you know the ones 
that prove Mumia’s innocence! Isn’t anybody 
watching this! 


But | see them best ‘cuz | was blessed with 
20/20 visions! So follow my command! Every 
Woman, student and man — fall into position! 


Let's go door to door with a proletarian 
philosophy 

One that'll help the people make sense 
out of all of this insanity 


So until the streets are united, then 
comrades keep fighting. 

One day even the unions will start 
arming 

And it will be all alarming, how fast we've 
united and built this people’s army! 


So “Let the ruling classes tremble” that’s 
what the good book say. 

Before you know it, it'll be time to 
march with a loaded piece on Mayday! 


We'll put the bosses up against the wall, and 
bring justice to each one in the order of who's 
the greediest of them all. 


And as for the PIGS, they’re out of time! 
Because like a Muslim, | don’t deal with no 
swine! The revolution has come, one and ALL 
fall in line! 


JOIN the FI.S.T. and the Party YALL! BECAUSE 
IT’S ABOUT TIME! 


Editorial 


(continued from front) 
racism, sexism, oppression of lesbian, 
gay, bi and trans people, and exploi- 
tation of the working class, all of 
which result from imperialism and 
capitalism. We believe that the only 
way to achieve true liberation for 
all peoples throughout the world is 
through socialism. FIST struggles to 
organize workers, students, and all 
the oppressed for the overthrow of 
the capitalist state as a just and nec- 
essary step to the construction of a 
socialist future. 

One way to support Left Hook 
is to sign up for a yearly subscription. 
While subscriptions are important, 
the most significant thing you can 
do is join with FIST in your area--or 
contact the organization at 
www.fistyouth.org regarding how to 
start a FIST chapter on your campus 
or in your community--and organize 
with us to build the struggle for so- 
cialism. Stand with FIST today as we 
throw a Left Hook against the capi- 
talist system. O 


rt 








Ballots and Bullets 


By David Hoskins, NYC FIST 


Ballots & Bullets is a regular column that provides field reports on workers movements and 


the fight for socialism around the world at the ballot box, on the streets, and in armed struggle. 


Argentina 

More than 200 factories have been occupied 
in recent years by workers resisting the shutdown 
of their workplace by the owners. Twenty 


new factories have been occupied since 2008. 


Workers at Latin America’s largest ceramics 
factory won a victory in mid-August when a 
provincial legislature was forced to recognize 
worker control. 


Colombia 

The Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
killed five police officers in separate attacks on 
Aug. 7 andAug.9. The United States is increasing 
its military presence in Colombia, including plans 
to allow U.S. soldiers greater access to Colombian 
military bases. 


India 
The Communist Party of India-Maoist 


concluded a successful two-day strike on Aug. 25. 


The strike was observed in parts of five Indian 
states and was called to protest the arrest of two 
senior leaders. The day before the strike was 
launched, CPI-M guerillas killed five Indian police 
officers and injured two others when the rebels 
ambushed a patrol in Bihar. 


Nepal 

The Unified Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist 
has launched massive street protests in capital 
Kathmandu and in districts around the country 
to protest the government's refusal to take action 
against the Nepal Army chief responsible for coup 
plots against the Maoist party. The UCPN-M is 
the largest party in the legislature since it placed 


first in the 2008 constituent assembly elections. 


Maoist lawmakers have regularly disrupted 
parliamentary proceedings and shut down the 
legislature since launching the protest program 
in early August. 


Peru 

Fifty Shining Path guerillas launched an attack 
on a special forces police base in the southern 
Peru region of Ayacucho. Three police officers 
were killed in the August attack. 


Philippines 

The New People’s Army raided an army 
post in Davao del Norte on Aug. 10. Rifles and 
hand-held radios were seized by the communist 
guerillas, who have been fighting a revolutionary 
armed struggle since 1969.0 
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Pittsburgh: Sanguine is the color of rust 


By Larry Hales, NYC FIST 


The G-20 summit chose to descend on Pitts- 
burgh, the city known as “Steel City” because it 
once was a center of steel, as the city is being 
promoted as a model post-industrial economy. 

The summit will be held Sept. 24 and 25 at 
the Daniel Lawrence Convention Center in 
Pittsburgh.As the summit approaches, the “new, ’ 
“revitalized” and “green” city is increasingly high- 
lighted in the media. 

It is said that Pittsburgh was picked as the host 
city over New York—the more obvious choice, 
seeing that the U.N. General Assembly meets 
there shortly before the G-20 summit—because 
of its “commitment to employing new and green 
technology to further economic recovery and 
development.” 

Pittsburgh is projected as the city that got it 
right--where the toxic clouds of industrial pol- 
lution, and the looming despair caused by the 
massive layoffs that came with deindustrializa- 
tion, have both been swept aside by responsible 
development, including light industry, service 
jobs in education, tourism, health care and now 
casinos. 

However, capitalism has not left Pittsburgh, 
SO oppression and exploitation are still preva- 
lent; perhaps more so. The dense smog that once 
blanketed the city may be gone and the rivers 
may be cleaner, but the image of a city where the 
residents are gainfully employed, where unem- 
ployment is low and where jobs are well-paying 
is a farce. 

Lights from high-rise buildings may light the 
cityscape instead of blast furnaces, and with the 
thick black smog gone it is easier to breathe, but 
the daily conditions of life for many people in 
Pittsburgh has not changed. 

To get a glimpse of how life is for the most 
oppressed in Pittsburgh, a person merely need 
look at the poverty in areas such as Homewood 
or the Hill District. 


Homewood, the Hill District and East Liberty, 
areas with predominantly Black populations, are 
just three of the neighborhoods with high con- 
centrations of poverty. 

According to the census, of the 5,500 people 
in East Liberty over the age of 16, only 49 per- 
cent were employed in 2000. Thirty percent of 
households made less than $10,000 per year and 
6| percent made less than $25,000 per year. The 
middle range of income for 2000 was more than 
$41,000 per year. 

In Bedford Dwellings, a part of the Hill District, 
55 percent of the households made less than 
$10,000 per year. 

More recent statistics, from a 2007 study by the 
University of Pittsburgh, show that 46 percent of 
Black children in the area lived in poverty and /0 
percent of Pittsburgh families that are Black earn 
less than $25,000 per year. 

At the time of the University of Pittsburgh 
study, the unemployment rate for Black people 
was 9.4 percent, three times that of white resi- 
dents. [he unemployment figures were skewed of 
course, accounting only for people who at one 
time had a job and reported being unemployed. 
The real number would be higher, but the official 
rate of 9.4 percent is still higher than the official 
unemployment rate for all of Pittsburgh today, 
during a time of a severe downturn. 

Black residents of Pittsburgh assert that the 
rate of unemployment for Black people in the 
city is more than 40 percent and that for youth it 
is more than 60 percent. 

The information above is a sample of the con- 
ditions oppressed people in Pittsburgh have to 
contend with. The conditions are duplicated in 
other areas such as Garfield. Where the prop- 
erty values have gone up and where there has 
been restoration, generally, it has not been the 
long-suffering residents that have benefitted, but 
people have been moved out as developers move 
in. The process of gentrification has taken hold to 
develop long-forgotten neighborhoods, primarily 


for affluent whites. 

While many are touting the rise of the new 
Pittsburgh, it is clear that many more are still suf- 
fering greatly from the demise of the steel indus- 
try and the loss of thousands of industrial jobs. 
The revitalization of the city has meant nothing 
real in terms of living conditions. The aesthetic 
beauty of the new Pittsburgh is a fagade over a 
widening wound. 

The media has used a common refrain, claiming 
that Pittsburgh was spared the brunt of the capi- 
talist crisis and that housing values actually went 
up instead of sinking as they did in many parts of 
the country. This has meant very little to the tens 
of thousands who have yet to recover from the 
devastation of deindustrialization. 

There exists in Pittsburgh, though, a culture, a 
spirit tied to a long history of struggle against rac- 
ism and poverty and for workers rights. 

The artistic culture is not to be denied either. 
The canon of well-known artists from Pittsburgh, 
especially from the Hill District and Homewood, 
is extensive. Jazz drummer and bandleader Art 
Blakey (Abdullah Ibn Buhaina), who founded the 
Jazz Messengers and helped create the bebop 
style of drumming, was from the Hill District. 

The playwright August Wilson was from the 
Hill District as well, and many of his earlier plays 
were set there. The diner Fast Eddies, featured in 
the play “Two Trains Running,’ was on the Hill. 

The brilliant John Edgar Wideman--whose 
rhythmic prose circumvents the inflexible rules 
of writing, opting to allow the reader to be lulled 
into the beauty of Black discourse--was raised in 
Homewood. 

Since culture surrounds all and human be- 
ings and societies can no easier live without air 
than from the influence of history and material, 
the specific history of the city of Pittsburgh very 
much influences the way the residents relate to 
the conditions upon them currently. 


(continued on page 6) 
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Film Review: In Prison My Whole 


By David Hoskins, NYC FIST 


“In Prison My Whole Life’ is the new docu- 
mentary about world-renowned political prison- 
er and death row journalist Mumia Abu Jamal. The 
film tells the story of Mumia, and the cruel legacy 
of the U.S. criminal injustice system, through the 
eyes of William Francome. Francome is a white 
middle-income activist, the son of a sixties-era 
radical mother, who was born on Dec- 
ember 9, 1981. 

As Francome explains in the film, his 
connection to Mumia is tangential. On the 
day Francome was born in London, “Over 3,000 
miles away Mumia Abu-Jamal, a Black Panther and 
radical journalist, was arrested for the murder 
of a police officer in Philadelphia. He claimed he 
was innocent but was sentenced to death and 
has been awaiting execution ever since. ... In that 
time Mumia has become the most famous and 
controversial death row inmate in America.’ 

Despite this incidental connection to Mumia, 
the film is refreshing in that it dissects Mumia’s 
case from the perspective of a youth activist. 
Angela Davis--a former Black Panther and one- 
time political prisoner herself--Alice Walker, 
Amy Goodman and Mos Def are among the ac- 
tivists and thinkers featured in the film as they 
speak out against Mumia’s incarceration. 

“In Prison My Whole Life” is equal part legal 
review of the facts surrounding Mumia’s case, di- 
alogue about race and class in the United States, 
and agitprop that leaves viewers with a sense that 
something is seriously wrong with this country’s 
judicial system. 

The film examines the racist legacy of the 
Philadelphia Police Department, the recanted 
testimony from a key prosecution witness and 
the racist outlook of the judge in the case, who 
was overheard on the first day of trial using a 
racial epithet to describe his intention to “fry” 
Mumia. The film tactfully weaves together these 
facts with questions about prosecutorial miscon- 
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duct in misleading the jury and racial imbalance 
in jury selection to cast reasonable doubt on 
Mumia’s guilt. 

“In Prison My Whole Life” provides a persua- 
sive and thorough explanation of the legal and 
factual basis for reasonable doubt in Mumia’s 
case. Activists concerned with freeing Mumia, 
however, must move from discussing reasonable 
doubt to proclaiming Mumia’s innocence. 

Mumia has always professed his inno 
cence. He resisted giving his full account 
of events during his original trial because 
he did not want to legitimize the virtual 
lynching that was passed off for legal process in 
Judge Albert Sabo’s courtroom. Since that time 
Mumia has signed an affidavit providing a com- 
plete account of what happened the night he 
was arrested--a fact the film overlooks. 

Francome is clearly fascinated with the legal 
details of Mumia’s case. This is understandable 
given the contradictions that swirl around the 
evidence used to convict Mumia. 

This same fascination, however, misses the 
larger point of Mumia’s incarceration. There is 
more than a reasonable doubt as to Mumia’s in- 
nocence. The state’s prosecution of Mumia was 
politically motivated and did not meet the stan- 
dard necessary to convict someone of murder. 
Any strategies to free Mumia that rely exclu- 
sively on the same legal system that wrongfully 
convicted him are likely to fail. 

The film implicitly acknowledges this fact 
during its brief examination of the Angela Davis 
case.As the film indicates, Davis was a Black Pan- 
ther and communist organizer who was on the 
FBI’s Most Wanted list in the 1970s. President 
Nixon declared her a terrorist before her trial 
even started. She spent 18 months in prison on 
charges of conspiracy, kidnapping, and homicide. 
Mass public support led to her acquittal on all 
charges. 

The same film that recognizes the role of the 
mass movement in freeing Davis paid secondary 





Sanguine is the color 
of rust (continued) 


The artistic expressions of the artists above 
spring from the struggle of Black people, which 
is affected by the overall struggle of working 
people and tied to the development of U.S. capi- 
tal on the backs of first Indigenous people, then 
Black people, Latino/as and other oppressed na- 
tionalities in the U.S. and abroad. 

The Pittsburgh area has been inhabited for 
thousands of years by Indigenous tribes and then 
by colonizers who used it strategically because 
of the meeting of the two rivers, the Mononga- 
hela and the Allegheny, which converge to form 
the Ohio River. 

Indigenous people resisted the colonizers 
but suffered from diseases brought by the Euro- 
peans. The conflicts of the competing colonizing 
nations led to massacres of Indigenous people by 
genocidal colonial armies, militias and settlers. 

This history has a bearing on the current 
reality, but what most people know of the story 
of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County comes later, 
when the city was dubbed Steel City in the mid- 
1800s. 

A series of articles by Steve Millies have re- 
cently been printed in Workers World newspa- 
per highlighting the history of the Mellon family. 
Andrew Carnegie, Thomas Mellon, Henry J. Hei- 
nz and Charles Schwab, to name a few, all made 
their wealth in Pittsburgh. 

According to the first article in the series, “It 


was Thomas’s son Andrew who really sent the 
Mellon fortune into orbit. Daddy Mellon was al- 
ready financing Henry Clay Frick and swindling 
farmers out of their land that lay over valuable 
coal deposits. 

“Like Wall Street’s J.P Morgan, who started 
General Electric and U.S. Steel, Andrew Mellon 
began organizing corporations. 

“Charles Martin Hall discovered how to sepa- 
rate alumina from bauxite rock at the same time 
French inventor Paul Heroult did so. 

“Joining forces with metallurgist Alfred E. Hunt, 
they turned to the Mellon Bank seeking money 
to exploit Hall’s invention. In 1888 the Mellons 
financed the Pittsburgh Reduction Company— 
now called Alcoa—keeping 40 percent of the 
stock for themselves. 

“Hall’s U.S. patent—not recognized in Eu- 
rope—and high tariffs gave Alcoa an absolute 
monopoly on aluminum in the Unites States un- 
til World War Il. 

“But oil provided even more profits than 
aluminum. The Mellons were able to take over 
the fabulous Spindletop oilfield in Texas to form 
Gulf Oil?” 

Andrew Carnegie’s Carnegie Steel Compa- 
ny employed more than 10,000 in Homestead. 
Jones and Laughlin Steel employed thousands at 
an Alquippa plant and U.S. Steel, which bought 
Carnegie Steel, employed thousands more. 
Pittsburgh was the center for steel production, 
producing half of the steel made in the country. 
As the processes for making steel changed, tech- 
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attention to the movement that exists to free 
Mumia, with an overemphasis on legal strategy. 
But if the law alone were enough, Mumia would 
already be free. The conditions necessary to end 
Mumia’s incarceration can only be achieved by 
expanding the movement that has been fighting 
to free him.O 





nology made the old brutal blast furnaces ob- 
solete. Many Black workers, who had migrated 
to the area beginning during World War | but in 
greater numbers in the 1930s and 1940s, toiled 
in these furnaces. Workers began to get laid off 
in mass numbers. 

Millies writes of the Black experience: “The 
‘Great Migration’ of African Americans from the 
South to Pittsburgh started during World War I. 
The Pittsburgh Courier became one of the most 
influential Black newspapers in the country. 

“By August 1917 there were 4,000 Black 
workers in the U.S. Steel plants around Pitts- 
burgh. Jones and Laughlin Steel employed |,400 
African Americans. A generation later, in 1944, 
there were | 1,500 Black workers in the area’s 
steel mills. 

“The dirty and dangerous jobs that African 
Americans held often gave them a chokehold 
on production. Steel mills need coke, and apart- 
heid in steel had reserved coke ovens for Black 
workers. 

“African Americans at U.S. Steel’s Clairton, 
Pa., works carried out a series of strikes against 
discrimination between December 1943 and 
February 1944. They threatened to idle nearly 
30,000 employees by cutting off coke and coal 
gas. 

“African-American communist Ben Careath- 
ers signed up 2,000 Black workers at J&L in the 
late 1930s. 

“In 1943, 450 Black workers at J&L’s Aliquippa 
plant went on strike after the company refused 
to upgrade two African Americans. The same 
year 28 Black firemen at J&L’s South Side Works 
in Pittsburgh—incensed that white counterparts 
were earning || cents more per hour—shut 
down the power plant and idled | 1,000 work- 
ers. 

‘Millions of Black sharecroppers never had 
the power that thousands of Black steel workers 
were using against the mightiest corporations in 
the land.” 

With the struggles of the workers came 
severe repression. Henry Clay Frick used the 
Pinkerton guards to smash a rising of workers 
at Carnegie’s plant in Homestead. More than a 
dozen workers were killed. 

Regarding Careathers and another organizer, 
Millies writes, “Ben Careathers and fellow Com- 
munist Party members were framed in both state 
and federal courts on thought-control charges. 
Steve Nelson, who fought in Spain against fas- 
(continued on next page )>>> 
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By Vidya Sankar Raliegh,NC FIST 


The Sept. 24-25 G-20 Summit is a meeting 
of delegates from 20 countries, including some 
of the world’s richest economies. Although Asia, 
Latin America, Africa, and Eastern Europe are the 
areas most harshly affected by neocolonialism, 
these regions are drastically underrepresented; 
the billions of working class, poor, homeless, 
hungry and unemployed are not represented at 
all. 

The Bail Out the People Movement, along 
with other organizations and coalitions, has called 
for a Tent City from Sept. 20-25. The week of ac- 
tions will kick off with a national March for Jobs 
on Sunday, Sept. 20. 

FIST chapters across the country are organiz- 
ing caravans of youth, unemployed and generally 
disenfranchised to march for a jobs program at a 
living wage. The tent city will also raise the issues 
of healthcare, education and an end to imperialist 
wars and occupations. The caravans are symbols 
of mass solidarity with the plight of billions across 
the globe. 


August 22 block party builds commu- 
nity support 


The Hill district is a historically Black neigh- 
borhood that overlooks downtown Pittsburgh. 
Real estate developers are pushing gentrification 
of the neighborhood at the expense of current 
community residents. Only 37 percent of Hill 
residents over the age of I6 are employed, ac- 
cording to 2000 Census figures compiled by the 
Pittsburgh Department of City Planning. The city 
of Pittsburgh’s African American community com- 
prises nearly one-third of the total population. 

The corporate media, including local Pitts- 
burgh outlets, have attempted to paint the jobs 
march and tent city as a disruptive and unneces- 
sary nuisance to community residents. Bail Out 
the People activists used this attack as an oppor- 
tunity to reach out to the Hill community. 


rough struggle, 
FIST builds for the G-20 resistance 





The first step to building community support 
was an Aug. 22 block party. Building for the event 
primarily consisted of mass leafleting of neighbor- 
hoods and community hotspots along with face- 
to-face outreach and genuine partnership with 
community leaders on the Hill. 

Another key goal of the block party was to 
demonstrate that G-20 resistance was in the 
community's interest. As national FIST organizer 
Larry Hales stated from Pittsburgh, “Part of our 
job is explaining to people what the G-20 is, and 
how the summit and the policies that come out 
of it will affect them and the rest of the world.’ 


The G-20 Summit and racism 


An underlying theme of the capitalist econom- 
ic crisis has always been racism and the capitalist’s 
attempt to divide the multinational working class 
along racial lines. The appearance of violent right- 
wing provocateurs at health care forums from 
Arizona to New Hampshire exposed the racist 
attempts to divide workers. 

FIST has built events to connect anti-racist 
actions with G-20 issues. New York FIST held a 
public film showing of “In Prison My Whole Life,’ 
a documentary on the life of death-row journalist 
and political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal, in Bush- 
wick, N.Y.A solidarity event in Boston centered 
on the wrongful arrest of Professor Henry Louis 
Gates was also held. Both events helped produce 
interest in fighting racism at the G-20. 


Local economic 
bridge to G-20 

Various events in solidarity with the poor, un- 
employed, and disenfranchised have provided a 
bridge between local economic struggles and the 
G-20 resistance. Despite ruling class claims that 
unemployment has stagnated or dropped, the un- 
employed and underemployed are increasing in 
record numbers. 

It is estimated that only 65 out of any 100 
males aged 20-24 and only 28 out of any 100 
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cists, spent two years in jail.” 

The owners of the plants use the excuse 
that technology means that it takes less workers 
to do a job and that more can be produced, but 
what it boils down to is profit. 

Whether less steel is being used for other 
materials or new technology or production has 
been shipped to other, more exploitable parts of 
the world, it is the profit motive that has driven 
not only the owners but the financiers of the 
steel industry. 

The people of Pittsburgh have had to suffer 
from losing well-paying jobs that they and the 
generations before them fought for. 

The whole Rust Belt region, a huge swath 
of territory beginning in upstate New York and 
encompassing the Great Lake region and includ- 
ing Buffalo, Erie, Cleveland and Detroit; much of 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
New York and parts of Missouri have been dev- 
astated by the loss of industrial jobs. 

The moniker of “Rust Belt” is misleading 
though, as corrosion is a natural chemical reac- 
tion when the elements wear on iron and steel. 
While the misery that came with the deindustri- 
alization period is natural to the system of capi- 
talism, it is entirely unnatural when measured 
against the bulk of human history. 

Capitalism foments competition between 
workers. Layoffs, firings, closings, waste of ma- 


terials and greater maladies such as wars and 
famines spring from this mode of production, 
which is based off the capitalist owner procuring 
greater and greater profits. 

These things are unnatural and opposed to 
solidarity between peoples and human society 
going forward. 

Capitalism is naked violence. The deindustrial- 
ization was violence and assault against working 
peoples’ livelihoods. As workers in Pittsburgh, 
especially Black workers, were cast off, having to 
fend for themselves with no hope of securing a 
dependable job as well paying as the one they 
had, oppression and repression increased. 

Conditions produce a response and it is the 
conditions that must change for the response to 
change or a struggle against the harsh conditions 
endures. 

It is a struggle for a right to a job, to sur- 
vival, against the racism endemic to the capitalist 
system that is needed. Struggle can turn back 
the process that began thirty years ago and that 
has accelerated with the latest downturn of the 
capitalist system. Struggle will elevate the con- 
sciousness of working and oppressed people to 
the idea that the violent and bloody capitalist 
system is not for them. O 
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males aged 16-19 will be working on any given 
day, and those numbers are even lower for wom- 
en and youth of color. (source: NYT) 

A Cleveland Poor Peoples’ March held on 
Aug. 22 mobilized workers and oppressed peo- 
ple in Cleveland to fight against exploitation and 
poverty. Cleveland FIST participated in this march 
and filmed the demonstration. A Bail Out the 
People speaker motivated marchers for the G20 
jobs march. 

Union, community, labor and student support 
has poured in for the Sept. 20 March for Jobs and 
the tent city to protest the G20 Summit. 0 





We Deserve Better System (cont.) 

Another system exists in Cuba, where a so- 
cialist revolution occurred 50 years ago. There 
youth are guaranteed free health care and qual- 
ity education, all the way through college, that 
won't saddle them with a lifetime of debt. Cuba 
even provides scholarships for youth around 
the world to attend its medical school, as long 
as they promise to return home to serve the 
underserved. All this is done as Cuba faces a 
blockade from the U.S., making it harder for the 
country to get medical supplies, food, technol- 
ogy and more. 

Under socialism, the priority is people and not 
profits. So the need to discriminate and oppress 
people on the basis of sexuality, race or gender 
disappears. Cuba has implemented a number of 
social programs to combat the legacy of sexism, 
racism and homophobia that originated with the 
island country’s colonization by capitalist forces. 

Cuba had its own rough time, known as 
“the Special Period,’ which occurred after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, Cuba’s main trad- 
ing partner. Everyone suffered as a result—and 
it was everyone, not just the workers and the 
poor—but even during the Special Period, not 
one hospital or school closed. 

Cuba values its youth. Youth in the Union of 
Young Communists have been given responsibil- 
ity, over the years, to implement literacy cam- 
paigns, to defend the revolution and to help 
rebuild the country’s infrastructure after the 
Special Period. Rather than demonize youth cul- 
ture, the Cuban government has embraced hip- 
hop culture, even creating a Cuban Rap Agency 
with its own record label and magazine. 

Youth in the U.S.,and around the world, need 
socialism—a system where the needs, growth 
and development of the person and the com- 
munity come first and foremost. As capitalism 
gets battered by its own natural tendencies, let’s 
help tear it apart. O 
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gCuales son algunas reacciones 
de la juventud hacia la crisis 
economica global? 


Michael Steinman, un maestro de Village 
Academy High School en Pomona, Calif, 
recientemente le pregunto a sus estudi- 
antes como ellos han sido afectados por la 
crisis economica. Sus respuestas -- llenas 
de preocupacion y dolor—conllevaron a 
la creacion de un nuevo video, producido 
por Steinman y sus estudiantes y desta- 
cado en youtube.com. 


La estudiante Yvonne Bojorquez dice: "A 
todos nos afecta esta crisis economica. 
Digo, {todos estamos en via a la univer- 
sidad, cierto? Pero como van las cosas, 
nadie lo va a lograr.”’ 


Evelyn Aguilar describio su situcion:‘Vivia- 
mos en un hogar casi tres anos, y perdi- 
mos la casa ya casi hace un ano. Fue el 
primer “sueno Americano” que lograron 
mis padres, pero ellos no sabian que los 
intereses aumentarian. ... Entonces nos 
mudamos con nuestra tia. Ahora vivimos 
|2 en una casa de un solo dormitorio.”’ 


Soltando lagrimas dijo Jenifer:"“Me llena de 
ira porque a la gente quienes confiamos 
con todo nuestro dinero acabaron em- 
peorando todo para nosotros. No puedo 
imaginar lo que va suceder con nuestra 
generacion. 


Los Noticieros BBC recibieron respues- 
tas similares de desespero cuando entre- 
vistaron a estudiantes de tres diferentes 
paises en visperas de la cumbre del G-20 
en Londres — El Grupo deVeinte ministros 
y gobernadores centrales de bancos. 


En Mbabane, Suazilandia, estudiantes di- 
jeron: “Quizas tendramos que desento- 
nar nuestros suenos. Muchos estan per- 
diendo sus trabajos.” 
Escocia, dijeron:"‘Hemos visto a nuestros 
padres luchar para alcanzar a sus cuen- 
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nosotros en familias dentro de esos dos 
millones de desempleados, encontramos 
que la situacion es especialmente dificil de 
afrentar.’ 


En Islamabad, Pakistan, estudiantes le dije- 
ron ala BBC:“Desde que la crisis financiera 
plago al mundo, los precios se dispararon 
y ahora hasta para cumplir con las necesi- 
dades diarias se ha puesto dificil. ...Un 
periodo de desempleo alto puede gastar el 
potencial brillante de nuestra juventud.” (El 
28 de marzo) 


Mientras que la crisis economica y finan- 
ciera circula al globo, jovenes y estudiantes 
de manera creciente van cayendo en su red 
de pesca. Es indignante que estas terribles 
penas y las sombrias perspectivas que la ju- 
ventud tiene que encarar son inherentes al 
sistema en que todos vivimos. 


El Capitalismo no puede exisitir sin ex- 
plotar al pueblo trabajador. Para obtener 
las maximas ganancias, corporaciones capi- 
talistas y empresas deben pagarles a los 
obreros la cantidad menor possible. 


Gobiernos capitalistas tienen como su pri- 
mera prioridad la preservacion del sistema 
capitalista, y solo proveerles a los trabaja- 
dores servicios en respuesta a las luchas 
que Libran los obreros por sus derechos 
— y bajo el miedo que el obrero tratara de 
librarse del sistema capitalista de por todas. 
Ellos promueven el racismo, el sexismo y 
la homofobia para mantenernos peleando 
unos con los otros en vez de pelear contra 
ellos. 


Cuando la cosa se pone dura, como en ti- 
empos actuales, el gobierno busca como 
rescatar a los capitalistas — ni tu, ni yo, 
quienes sufrimos mas. 


Es hora de que nos libremos de este 
sistema. 


Existe otro sistema en Cuba, donde hace 
50 anos ocurrio una revolucion socialista. 
Alla, jovenes tienen garantizada la atencion 
medica gratuita y educacion de calidad 
hasta la uiversidad, que no los dejara an- 
clados en deuda. Cuba hasta regala becas 
a jovenes del mundo para que atiendan a 
Sus escuelas de medicina, con la promesa 
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de que regresaran a casa para servirle a los 
mas necesitados. Todo esto lo hace Cuba 
a pesar de un bloqueo economico de los 
EE.UU., haciendole bien dificil al pais recibir 
suministros medicos, alimentos, tecnologia 
y mas. 


Bajo el socialismo , la prioridad es el pueblo 
y no las ganancias. Por eso desaparece la 
necesidad de discriminar y oprimir contra 
personas sobre la base de su sexualidad, 
raza o genero. Cuba ha implementado nu- 
merosos programas sociales para combater 
el legado del sexismo, racismo y homofobia 
que origino con la colonizacion de la isla 
por fuerzas capitalistas. 


Cuba paso por tiempos dificiles, conoci- 
do como el Periodo Especial, que ocurrio 
despues del colapzo de la Union Sovietica, 
el principal aliado en negocios. Todos sufri- 
eron como resultado —y fueron todos, no 
solo los trabajadores y los pobres—pero 
hasta en la epoca del Periodo Especial, no 
se cerro ni una sola escuela o ni un solo 
hospital. 


Cuba aprecia a sus jovenes. Jovenes en las 
filas de la Union de Juventud Comunista se 
le ha dado la responsabilidad, atra vez de 
los anos, a implementar campanas de alfa- 
betizacion, a defender la revolucion y a ayu- 
dar a reconstruir la infraestructura del pais 
despues del Periodo Especial. En vez de 
criminalizar a la cultura juvenile, el gobier- 
no Cubano apadrino a la cultura Hip-Hop, 
hasta creo una agencia de Rap Cubano con 
su propio estudios de grabacion y revista. 


Jovenes en los EE.UU. y alrededor del mun- 
do necesitan socialismo—un sistema donde 
las necesidades, crecimiento y desarollo de 
la persona y la comunidad vienen primero 
antes que todo. Mientras el capitalismo es 
abasallado por sus propias tendencias nat- 
urals, vamos ayudar a destruirlo. 


Dowell participo en una delegacion a Cuba 
en el ano 2007 dirigido por el grupo FI.S.T. 
(por sus siglas en Ingles.)—Luchar Contra 
El Imperialismo y Mantenernos Unidos. 


Este articulo se publico originalmente para 
el periodico Mundo Obrero el 2 de abril 
del ano 2009.o 


